
You probably know the song “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas.” Even though a radio station once pro-
claimed the twelve days of Christmas as those before 
December 25, Christians have always kept Christmas 
as a season from December 25 until January 6 (the 
traditional Epiphany). The church calendar today 
even extends the celebration until the feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord—the Sunday after 
Epiphany. 
Here is what the church says about the 
season of Christmas: “Next to the yearly 
celebration of the paschal mystery 
[meaning the Triduum and Easter season], 
the church holds most sacred the memori-
al of Christ’s birth and early manifesta-
tions. This is the purpose of the Christmas 
season.” (General Norms for the Liturgical 
Year and the Calendar, #32) 
More than just “Jesus’ birthday,” the Christmas sea-
son is a time for remembering and reveling in the na-
tivity of Christ, the revelation of Christ to the Jewish 

shepherds, the revelation of Christ to the Gentile ma-
gi (that’s us!), Christ’s baptism by John in the Jordan, 
and Christ changing water into wine at the wedding 
“on the third day” (John 2:1) in Cana of Galilee. In all 
these saving events, we know that “the Word is made 
flesh and dwells among us.” 
How can we keep Christmas not just as a day, but as a 

season? Keep the tree up (and watered!) 
and shining bright until the Baptism of the 
Lord. Sing carols and read the scriptures 
every day. Safely put candles around your 
creche: Use small glass votive candle hold-
ers, and place them away from the straw. 
You might also want to add a little water 
to the bottom of the glass before putting 
the candle in—an added precaution that 
will also help you clean the glass more 

easily. When you light the candles, sing or say the 
prayer of the angels: Glory in heaven and peace on 
earth, now and forever. Amen! 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

“By this “will,” we have been consecrated through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 

all.” - Heb 10:10 

Have you ever asked a child how much he loves 
you? He might have spread out his arms as wide as 
he could and said, “This much!” Or he might have 
pointed to the sky and said, “I love you all the way 
to the moon!” Why would they answer this way? 
Because all of us, but especially children, have an 
inner sense that the love we have within us is not 
something we can measure with conventional tools. 
It can’t be weighed on a scale or measured with a 
ruler. It can’t be picked up on a radar or gauged 
with a thermometer. There is too much depth, 
height, width and breadth to our love. 

If there is one measure of love, however, it is sacri-
fice. The more we love, the more we are willing to 
sacrifice for our beloved.  

The same is true when we speak about God’s love 
for us. We hear about God’s willingness to sacrifice 
for us in today’s second reading. Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God, took on a human nature for our sake. 
He was born into our human condition not so that 
He could rule over us but so that He could die for 
us. He offered Himself as a sacrifice on the cross to 
take away our sins. Jesus saved us by preferring the 
Father’s will to His own as we read in the Letter to 
the Hebrews, “Behold, I come to do your will, O 
God.” Jesus offered His body - all that He had to give 
- to reveal to us the love of God - a love willing to 
sacrifice everything for our sake.  

In just a few days, we will celebrate the birth of Je-
sus. He is the revelation of the love of God. In the 
baby born in Bethlehem, we see for ourselves how 
much God is willing to sacrifice out of love for His 
people. Such immeasurable, 
incalculable love is also time-
less. It is continually given to us 
at every Mass when Jesus 
makes the Body and Blood He 
sacrificed on the cross available 
to us. Now we are called to live 
that same type of sacrificial 
love no matter what circum-
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SUNDAY COLLECTION: The total collection last Sun-
day (12/09/18): 

St. Thomas    $4,622.42 
2nd Collection (School) $1,820.78   

Thank you for your generosity.  “For 
it is in giving that we receive” 

-St. Francis of Assisi.  
 
REMINDERS:  

• Thank you for giving to the Retirement Fund for 
the Religious (second  collection).  Thank you for 
your generosity. 

 

• Please be reminded that our sec-
ond collection for the First Sunday 
of the month goes to the mainte-
nance of the Parish and School 
Compound and for the Third Sun-
day of the Month goes to the sup-
port of the School. 

COMING EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENT 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SCHEDULE:  

December 24: 
 5:30 pm with Children’s Nativ-

ity Presentation 
 10:30 pm Midnight Mass 

(Nativity of the Lord) 
December 25: Nativity of the Lord 
 8:15 am 
 10:30 am 
 12:30 pm (Challenge) 
December 31: 
 5:30 pm 
 7:00 pm (Spanish) 
January 1: 
 8:30 am 
 12:30 am (Challenge) 
 

stances we find ourselves in and to every person 
who happens to cross our path along this journey. 
Then the miracle of Christmas - the miracle of God’s 
love made visible - will be visible in and through us. 
And our world will be transformed through sacrifi-
cial love.  

Points for reflection: 

1. Jesus sees serving others as a model for leader-
ship. Do you feel the same way? 

2. What sacrifices did you do for others this sea-
son of Advent? 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY:  December 30 is the 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph. Families who are present will be asked to 
stand for a special prayer for them. 

 

MYPARISH APP: myParish App has been chosen as 
our official diocesan app, and we will be launching 
the app, diocese-wide on Sunday, January 13, 
2019, also known as Download Sunday. Our hope is 
that every parish will take advantage of the app. 
Not only does myParish App offer an effective way 
for you to improve your communication with pa-
rishioners but it increases your ability to do your 
most important work: evangelization. 
 

PERIODIC REVIEW OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY (PRPM): 
The PRPM is an instrument to review categories of 
ministry that the priest are involved in: role as a lit-
urgist, homilist, religious educator, community 
builder, steward of the community’s resources and 
other parochial ministries and responsibilities. 
May I invite you to please fill in the online survey.  
The link is: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RevGeromeH 
 

WALK FOR LIFE WEST COAST: January 26, 2019 will 
mark the 15th Anniversary of the Walk for Life 
West Coast in San Francisco.  You are cordially in-
vited to join the Walk for Life.  The Walk will begin 
at the Civic Center Plaza at 12:30 pm and after the 
Rally, will proceed down Market Street to Justin 
Herman Plaza.  If you plan to organize participants 
from our parish, please call the office for co-
ordination. 
 

CDs FROM AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE: The Augustine 
Institute produces books, videos, and audios for 
your faith formation and catechetical needs We 
now have new CDs for this season of Advent. They 
are available at the church foyer.  A donation sus-
tains the media ministry. 

Merry Blessed Christmas and 
Grace-filled New Year on the 

Solemnity of Mary , Mother of 
God! 


