
The twelfth day of Christmas is the solemn feast of 
the Epiphany, January 6. In the United States, the cel-
ebration of the Epiphany is transferred to a Sunday so 
that all may celebrate. The word epiphany comes 
from the Greek and means “revelation,” and so we 
celebrate the revelation of Christ to the magi, who 
were gentiles and did not belong to the people of Is-

rael. 
 

Learn this Appala-
chian folk song in 
honor of the star 
that guided the ma-
gi to the Christ 
child. Find out if an-
yone you know is 
familiar with it and 
could teach it to 
you. (Take the 
time!) Or check a 
local record store’s 

folk section. (If that fails, try shopping around on the 
Internet.) The words are: 

Bright mornin’ star’s arisin’ 
Bright mornin’ star’s arisin’ 
Bright mornin’ star’s arisin’ 
Day is breakin’ in my soul. 

 
The daily prayer of the Orthodox churches 

gives us these lovely verses for the solemn feast of 
the Epiphany: 

 
The magi who had been led on their way by a di-

vine star 
stood before you in wonder at your marvelous 

birth; 
and bearing gifts they see the sun 
who rose from the virgin cloud. 
Let the people who sat in darkness 
see shining forth the light that knows no evening, 
him whom the stars once manifested 
to the fire-worshiping Persian kings. 

 
Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forev-
er! 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

“They prostrated themselves and did him hom-
age…offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.” -Mt 2:11 

In today’s gospel, Magi from the East ar-
rive in Bethlehem after a long, improbable 
journey to meet the Christ child. They laid 
gold, frankincense and myrrh at the feet of 
the child Jesus. In these gifts we see not 
only presents fit for a King. In a real way, 
the Magi were abandoning to Jesus their 
wealth,their power and their great learn-
ing. Seeing that the newborn Savior of the 
World was poor, they must have come to 
realize how insignificant their wealth was. Seeing 
how helpless the King of the Jews was, they must 
have realized just how ineffective their power was. 
And seeing Truth Himself in the form of baby who 
cannot yet speak, they must have realized just how 
little they really knew.  

We are also on a spiritual journey. None of us can 
claim to be totally satisfied with our lives. We are 
always yearning for more. Can we admit that this 
world cannot satisfy our heart’s desire? And, doing 

so, can we lay our sinfulness and pride at 
the feet of the baby Jesus? Can we entrust 
to Him our weakness and brokenness? Can 
we say to Him that we want to find anoth-
er way? Can we take Him into our arms 
and promise Him that we will work with 
Him to make this world a more welcoming 
place for those who, like Him, are poor?  

On this feast of the Epiphany, Jesus re-
veals Himself to be not only the King of 
the Jews but the Savior of the World. He is 

born for the salvation of every single person. He is 
born to save you and to save me. What is keeping 
us from following Him with an undivided heart? Do 
we have the courage to lay it at Jesus’ feet so that 
we can continue on our journey with fewer bur-
dens? If so, we will know peace - the peace that on-
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SUNDAY COLLECTION: The total collection last 
week 

St. Thomas 
Christmas   $5,266.93 
Sunday (12/30) $5,281.39 

St. Anthony 
Christmas  $   240.00 
Sunday (12/30) $   137.00   

Thank you for your generosity.  “For it is in giv-
ing that we receive” 
-St. Francis of Assisi.  

 
REMINDERS:  

• Thank you for giving to the Re-
tirement Fund for the Religious 
(second  collection).  Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 

• Please be reminded that our second collec-
tion for the First Sunday of the month goes 
to the maintenance of the Parish and School 
Compound and for the Third Sunday of the 
Month goes to the support of the School. 

COMING EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENT 

MYPARISH APP: myParish App has been chosen as 
our official diocesan app, and we will be launching 
the app, diocese-wide, on Sunday, January 13, 
2019, also known as Download Sunday. Our hope 
is that every parish will take advantage of the app. 
Not only does myParish App offer an effective way 
for you to improve your communication with 
parishioners but it increases your ability to do your 
most important work: evangelization. 
 

CHRISTIAN UNITY PRAYER:  On January 16, 2019, 
Wednesday, there will be a Christian Unity Prayer 
at the Trinity Prebyterian Church, 2350 Foothill 
Blvd. The prayer will start at 7 pm. 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: The 
annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
next week, on Friday, January 18, and continues 
through Wednesday, January 25. The theme for 
2019 is “Justice, Only Justice, You Shall 
Pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:20). Use the Daily 
Scripture and Prayer Guide to join with Christians 
around the world praying “that all may be one... 
that the world may believe” (John 17:21). Plan to 
join with members of other Christian churches and 
communities in our area for the following special 
observances. For more information go 
to: www.geii.org  
 

PERIODIC REVIEW OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY (PRPM): 
The PRPM is an instrument to review categories of 
ministry that the priest are involved in: role as a 
liturgist, homilist, religious educator, community 
builder, steward of the community’s resources and 
other parochial ministries and responsibilities. 
May I invite you to please fill in the online survey.  
The link is: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RevGeromeH 
 

WALK FOR LIFE WEST COAST: January 26, 2019 will 
mark the 15th Anniversary of the Walk for Life 
West Coast in San Francisco.  You are cordially 
invited to join the Walk for Life.  The Walk will 
begin at the Civic Center Plaza at 12:30 pm and 
after the Rally, will proceed down Market Street to 
Justin Herman Plaza.  If you plan to organize 
participants from our parish, please call the office 
for co-ordination. 

ly Jesus, the Prince of Peace can give. And our 
minds will be filled with light - not the light of a dis-
tant star but the light of Jesus, who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. Free from our burden, we will be 
able to lead  others. Armed with His truth, we will 
be able to light the way.  

Points for reflection: 

1. What is keeping you from following Jesus with 
an undivided heart? 

2. Do you have the courage to lay it at Jesus’ feet 
so that you can continue on our journey with 
fewer burdens? 

3. Can you take Jesus into our arms and promise 
Him that you will work with Him to make this 
world a more welcoming place for those who, 
like Him, are poor?  

“Faith lifts the soul. Hope sup-
ports it. Experience says it must. 

And Love says let it be!” 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  


