
Dear friends, 

I write this letter to inform you that Most Rev. Bishop 
Jaime Soto of the Diocese of Sacramento has                  
approved New Guidelines for the celebration of Mass, 
that will enable us to resume participation in the           
Holy Eucharist in our parish church at varying times 
over the coming weeks and with variations in the 
measures put in place to uphold social distancing  
practices. Well, Catholics have responded to the new 
measures and reopening in a variety of ways. Some 
have been grateful and overjoyed while others have 
worried that it’s not yet time. I would advice all            
parishioners to use your best judgment on whether 
you should be at Mass with the safety precautions in 
place. I still encourage all of you to do what is best for 
you as you know your health. Each of us has to take 
that responsibility. 

Please await instruction from our parish counsel team 
as to determine the date when public Masses will 
begin in our parish church will include setting up   
procedures for maintaining social distancing and   
proper hygiene and communicating all of this to our 
own parishioners.  

Several important points we ask you to keep in mind 
and liturgical changes will remain in effect. The         
obligation to attend Holy Mass on Sunday and this 
measure is in place so that you can prudently discern 
your own attendance, and if you feel unsafe, you 
should feel no guilt or shame in staying home.           
Similarly, you should feel a freedom to permit others 
who are comfortable attending to do so.  

I ask for your understanding: anyone who enters our 
parish church is expected to follow the social distanc-
ing, mask wearing, receiving Holy Communion only on 
hand, and physical distancing to protect against the 
spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus. Our church seat-
ing will be limited and only a certain number of pews 
will be available for us. Ushers and greeters will keep 

things organized. Greeters will check off the names of 
those who have signed up for Mass, and ushers will 
guide mask-wearing parishioners to their seats.  

There will be no procession of the gifts, or passing of 
the collection basket, and personal hygiene practices 
so that we all respect the physical, psychological, and 
spiritual well-being of others who are also in                    
attendance. Individuals will be required to wear a 
mask as you approach for Holy Communion which 
will be limited to reception in the hand only.  

I ask for your patience: all the nations have been               
affected differently by COVID-19. Seating will be       
arranged to keep the required two-meter distance          
between each person and for health reasons, we will 
follow the guidelines statement introduced to us by 
the diocese of Sacramento. We are looking for           
volunteers to help our parish with registration,      
preparation for Mass and cleaning afterwards. I hope 
that everyone should make every effort to ensure that 
appropriate social distancing before, during, and after 
liturgical celebrations is maintained. Please note: as we 
have only one door to enter the Church, you are asked 
to leave Mass row by row, using one exit to keep    
others apart. Pews, door handles and other items of 
contact will then be disinfected. 

I urge all our parish members to pray for the sick and 
dying, for those caring for them, for the unemployed, 
and indeed for all, that the Lord may bring healing and 
comfort to all of us.  

Stay safe, 

In his service,  

Fr. Godwin 



• Masses will be limited to 75 attendees for now. You must 
preregister. You can do this by going to the parish website at 
www.orovillecatholic.org 

• If you are sick, in an “at risk” group or concerned please stay 
home. 

• Please use masks, and social distancing practices.  

• If you did not preregister to attend, please wait until you do, 
and receive confirmation to attend the next week. Bishop 
Soto’s Dispensation is still in place. 

• Those receiving the Eucharist are asked to receive on the 
hand rather than the tongue. After you receive, please step 
aside before consuming. If you do not receive, for now, please 
remain seated.  

• We will not be using the printed missalettes. The readings 
for Sunday can be found in the bulletin or online at 
www.usccb.org by clicking on the tab marked “Bible” 

• The offertory and collections will be suspended at least for 
now. There will be a basket at the back of the church for 
those who wish to make an offering. Online giving through 
St. Thomas’ website is encouraged.  

• Music during the mass will be limited, there will be no 
hymns at the start or end of Mass.  

• Ushers will assist those who preregistered in checking in to 
the church, and in finding seats in the pews, that allow for 
social distancing.  

• We will be excused by rows following the mass, to help in 
keeping each other safe. 

• Father will suspend greeting parishioners after mass for now, 
to keep himself and you safe.  

 

Our Goal is to keep everyone safe, so that the Church can serve 
the needs of the Body of Christ, without risking the health of you 
or your neighbors. It is our hope that as we find  solutions to this 
current pandemic, we can ease some restrictions and come             
together as a greater community.  

 
Due to the fact that we have more masses scheduled, and to maintain a safe environment for the church, we are asking for parishioners 
to volunteer. We need ushers for the additional masses, to assist their neighbors to and from seats, and make sure we stay within the     
required number of attendees. We also need help from those willing, to clean and sanitize the pews between masses. If we cannot clean 
the church between masses, we must suspend them. 
 
For those who wish to volunteer, please attend the volunteer training meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday June 9th. We will be meeting near 
the statue on the school quad.  Please remember to volunteer at the mass you have preregistered for.  

Preregistration not available for week day Masses.


