
 

Our Parish Family includes Saint Thomas, the Apostle Parish, Saint Thomas, the Apostle School and                     
Saint Anthony of Padua Mission Church. 
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Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we the church answer the call of Christ to be a visible sign of His presence by participating in: 
Scripture and Sacraments, Worship and Prayer, Spiritual and Academic Education, Evangelization and Witnessing, Service and Charity, 
Fellowship and Community. Through our words and actions with our universal community of believers, we strive to share the love of 
God with the greater Oroville community and throughout the world. 
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-  
Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! See, I am 
coming to dwell among you, says the LORD.  
Many nations shall join themselves to the 
LORD on that day, and they shall be his people, 
and he will dwell among you, and you shall 
know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to 
you. The LORD will possess Judah as his por-
tion in the holy land, and he will again choose 
Jerusalem. Silence, all mankind, in the presence 
of the LORD! For he stirs forth from his holy 
dwelling. 
 
Or 

-  
God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the 
ark of his covenant could be seen in the temple. 
A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 
feet,  and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as 
she labored to give birth. Then another sign 
appeared in the sky; it was a huge red dragon, 
with seven heads and ten horns, and on its 
heads were seven diadems. 
Its tail swept away a third of the stars in the 
sky and hurled them down to the earth. 
Then the dragon stood before the woman about 
to give birth, to devour her child when she gave 
birth. 
She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to 
rule all the nations with an iron rod. 
Her child was caught up to God and his throne. 
The woman herself fled into the desert where 
she had a place prepared by God. 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now 
have salvation and power come, and the King-
dom of our God and the authority of his 
Anointed.” 

 
R. (15:9d) You are the highest honor of our race. 
Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High 
God, 
above all the women on earth; 
and blessed be the LORD God, 
the creator of heaven and earth. 
R. You are the highest honor of our race. 
Your deed of hope will never be forgotten 
by those who tell of the might of God. 
R. You are the highest honor of our race. 

-  
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the 
virgin’s name was Mary. 
And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! 
The Lord is with you.” 
But she was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give him the 
throne of David his father, 
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his Kingdom there will be no end.” 
But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I have no relations with a man?” 
And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spir-
it will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. 
Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, 
the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your rela-
tive, 
has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is 
the sixth month for her who was called barren; 
for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Or 

-  
Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in 
haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped 
in her womb, 
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried 
out in a loud voice, and said, “Most blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb. And how does this happen to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped 
for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed that what was spo-
ken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” 
 
And Mary said: 
 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 
spirit rejoices in God my savior.” 

Readings for the week of December 12, 2021 
Sunday:                 Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, and 13b [2a]/Lk 7:24-30 
Friday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 
Saturday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25 
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 



may God bless you and your families 
and our parish family. 
 

 
The Altar Society will be decorating the 
church with Poinsettia plants for 
Christmas.  All parishioners are invited 
to help by donating a Poinsettia 
plant.  Many folks like to donate in re-
membrance of a family member or give a 
plant as a gift of love – all are appreciat-
ed.  The plants may be brought to the 
Parish Office on Tuesday, December 21 
through Thursday, December 23 be-
tween 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon.  Poin-
settia plants may be brought into the 
church on Friday, December 24 from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. when the mem-
bers will be preparing the church and 
altar.  We thank you for your help and 
wish you all a Blessed Christmas!  ~St. 
Thomas Altar Society 
 
 

 
  Christmas Eve Mass 

  December 24, 2021 
  5:30pm 

  In the Church 
  Children ages 2 to 16 
  Come to practice!!! 

1. Sign up after 10:30 Mass on Dec. 12  
2. Rehearsal after 10:30 Mass on Dec. 19  
Questions? Zee 
Ramirez, z_stthomas@yahoo.com  
 

Magnets                                                          
Starting Saturday the 11th of December, 
the Knights of Columbus will have 
"KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS" car 
magnets after masses, for $5 each. Also 
"HE IS RISEN" magnets will also be 
available. The magnets are also available 
from Jim Cupido @ 533-5599 or Jeff Bi-
ble @ 999-3093.  

Pancakes, Pancakes, Pancakes   

Yes, the Knights of Columbus are re-
starting their monthly Pancake Break-
fast, on Sunday 19 December, after the 
8:15 Mass. Adults $7 and children 5-
12  $4. Breakfast will include Eggs, Pan-
cakes, Potatoes and Ham with coffee 

PARISH INFORMATION / I                      
NFORMACIÓN PARROQUIAL 

OFFICE HOURS: TUE—FRI   9:00 AM—
12:00 PM 

Please contact 
the parish office       

 
Please contact the parish office as 
soon as possible 

 
Minimum of six (6) months required 

for preparation.  Please con-
tact the parish office. 

 
Coffee Hour takes place in Fitgerald 
Hall, after the 8:30 AM Mass. Be sure 
to stop by.  
 

 
The Catholic Ladies Relief Society and 
the Altar Society members thank eve-
ryone for supporting our annual Holi-
day Bazaar! It was a Great Success due 
to the generous support of you, our 
wonderful parish family! Thank you for 
coming and shopping at the Bazaar, for 
buying those many raffle tickets, and 
for donating so many lovely items to 
the Bazaar.  We hope you had a great 
time!  
We thank the Knights who helped us 
with table set up and thank everyone 
who helped us “deconstruct” the Ba-
zaar; your assistance was appreciated!  
Congratulations go to the lucky win-
ners of the Bazaar Raffle Prizes! Happy 
winners of the CLRS raffle were: 1st 
Place - Randy Frary; 2nd Place – Jeff 
Bible; & 3rd Place – Miry.  The three 
Altar Society prize baskets were won 
by Jim Coffelt, Anna Durden & Judy 
Teague.   Proceeds from the Bazaar will 
be used for our parish and community 
endeavors.  Once again, thank you and 

 
If any of your family members are ill or 
getting sick, please consider conferring the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call our parish office at 533-0262 and leave 
the persons name, physical address and 
the contact number of the caller. The 
priest will call you back at his earliest 
convenience. If you need a Eucharistic 
Minister, please call our office.  

Please Remember in Your Prayers 

Frank Clanton 
Thomas Edward 
Winter 
Ann Lewis (Loseke) 
Alan Armstrong                            
The Monsen Family 
Victor and Joan 
Briggs  
Jimmy Potestio 

Patty Webber-
Smith 
Jane Frericks 
Ray Firpo  
Jose Ignacio 
Ramirez 
Jose Ignacio  
Ramirez-Gutierrez 

 

and/or juice. All parishioners, family 
and friends are welcome. Join together 
and share this time of community. 

 
December is dedicated to the Im-

maculate Conception 
December is dedicated to the Im-

maculate Conception  
Does Mary’s Immaculate Conception mean 
she didn’t need Jesus to die on the cross for 
her?  NO!  Mary was immaculately con-
ceived as part of her being “full of grace” 
and thus “redeemed from the moment of 
her conception “by” a singular grace and 
privilege of  almighty God and by virtue of 
the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the 
human race.”   CCC 492, 508  


